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Amendment and Response under 37 C.F.R. 1.116 

Applicant: Rogelio Robles 
Serial No-: 09/613,700 
Filed: July 11,2000 
Docket No.: 10001305-1 

Title: DISTRIBUTED PRINTING SYSTEM AND METHOD 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims l f 6, 13, 18, 25, and 29 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 2, 10-12, 14, 22-24, 26, 27, 30, and 31 as follows: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 45, wherein the print job distribution 
system includes a print job assessment system which assesses the characteristics of the print 
job, a printer ability assessment system which assesses a printing ability of the plurality of 
printers to print the print job, and a print job allocation system which allocates the print job 
among the number of printers based on the characteristics of the print job and the printing 
ability of the plurality of printers. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the print job allocation system divides the 
print job into a number of print job portions each having a print job weight and allocates the 
number of print job portions among the number of printers such that all the print job portions 
are finished at substantially the same time. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein the number of print job portions includes a 
number of sequential print job portions. 

5. (Previously Presented) A system for printing a print job, the system comprising: 
a plurality of printers; and 

a print job distribution system which assesses characteristics of the print job and a 
printing ability of the plurality of printers, divides the print job into a number of print job 
portions each having a print job weight, and distributes the print job portions among a 
number of printers of the plurality of printers based on the characteristics of the print job and 
the printing ability of the plurality of printers, 

wherein the number of printers complete the print job portions at substantially the 
same time, and 
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Title: DISTRIBUTED PRINTING SYSTEM AND METHOD 

wherein the print job weight of each of the print job portions is substantially equal. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Original) The system of claim % wherein the printing ability of each of the plurality 
of printers is equal. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the printing ability of each of the plurality 
of printers is not equal. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 2, wherein the print job allocation system minimizes a 
time required for printing the print job. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4£, wherein the characteristics of the print 
job include at least one of a file size of the print job, a format of the print job, a layout of the 
print job, and a content of the print job. 

11. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4-5, wherein the characteristics of the print 
job include at least one of a paper size and margins For the print job, a number of lines of text 
in the print job, a number of words in the print job, a number of characters in the print job, a 
font size and type of the print job, and an image size in the print job. 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4-5, wherein the print job distribution 
system monitor a status of the print job and a performance of the plurality of printers. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4317. wherein distributing the print job 
includes assessing a printing ability of the plurality of printers to print the print job and 
allocating the print job among the number of printers based on the characteristics of the print 
job and the printing ability of the plurality of printe^. 
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15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein distributing the print job 
includes dividing the print job into a number of print job portions each having a print job 
weight and allocating the number of print job portions among the number of printers such 
that all of the print job portions are finished at substantially the same time. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein the number of print job portions includes 
a number of sequential print job portions. 

17. (Previously Presented) A method of printing a print job, the method comprising: 
providing a plurality of printers; 

assessing characteristics of the print job and a printing ability of the plurality of 
printers; 

dividing the print job into a number of print job portions each having a print job 
weight; and 

distributing the print job portions among a number of printers of the plurality of 
printers based on the characteristics of the print job and the printing ability of the plurality of 
printers, 

wherein the number of printers complete the print job portions at substantially the 
same time, and 

wherein the print job weight of each of the print job portions is substantially equal. 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the printing ability of each of the 
plurality of printers is equal. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the printing ability of each of the 
plurality of printers is not equal. 
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21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14, wherein distributing the print job 
includes minimizing a time required for printing the print job. 

j 22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4317, wherein assessing the 
characteristics of the print job includes assessing at least one of a file size of the print job, a 
format of the print job, a layout of the print job, and a content of the print job. 

| 23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4317, wherein assessing the 
characteristics of the print job includes assessing at least one of a paper size and margins for 
the print job, a number of lines of text in the print job, a number of words in the print job, a 
number of characters in the print job, a font size and type of the print job, and an image size 
in the print job. 

| 24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43 17, wherein distributing the print job 
includes monitoring a status of the print job and a performance of the plurality of printers. 

25. (Cancelled) 

J 26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3527, wherein the print job distribution 
system includes a print job assessment system which assesses a weight of the print job, a 
printer ability assessment system which assesses a printing ability of the plurality of printers 
to print the print job, and a print job allocation system which allocates the print job among the 
number of printers based on the weight of the print job and the printing ability of the plurality 
of printers. 

27. (Currently Amended) Th e syst e m of olaim 26 A system for producing a book on- 
demand, the system comprising: 

a processing system adapted to receive and process a book request for the book, the 
processings vsiem adapted to retrieve a data file which includes contents of the book and 
produce a book body preparation command and a book cover preparation com mand from the 
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a book block preparation system which prepares a book block of the book in response 
to the book body preparation command: 

a book cover preparation system which prepares a book cover of the book in response 
{o the book cover prepara tion com mand: and 

a book finishing system which assembles the book block and the book cover to form 
the book, 

wherein the book block preparation system prinLs the book block as a print job, and 
wherein the book block preparation system includes a plurality of printers and a print job 
distribution system which distributes the print job among a number of printers of the plurality 
of printers, wherein the print job allocution distribution s ystem divides the print job into a 
number of print job portions each having a print job weight and allocates the number of print 
job portions among the number of printers, 

wherein all the print job portions are finished at substantially the same tim e, and 
wherein the print job weight of each of the print job portions is substantially equal . 

28. (Original) The system of claim 27, wherein the number of print job portions includes 
a number of sequential print job portions. 

29- (Cancelled) 

| 30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 931, wherein distributing the print job 
includes assessing a weight of the print job, assessing a printing ability of the plurality of 
printers to print the print job, and allocating the print job among the number of printers based 
on the weight of the print job and the printing ability of the plurality of printers. 

3L (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 0A method of producing a book on- 
demand, the method comprising: 

receiving and processing a book request for the book including retrieving a data file 
which includes contents of the book and producing a book body preparation command and a 
book cover preparation command from the data file: 

6 

PAGE 8/12 • RCVD AT 6/16/2005 4:44:26 PM [Extern DayOght Ttme] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/11 9 DN1S:8729306 s CSID:6125732005 9 DURATION (mn>ss):0340 



06/16 /2005 15:52 FAJ 6125732005 



DICKE.BILLIG&CZAJA P. A. 



(2)009 



Amendment and Response under 37 C.FJL 1.116 

Applicant Rogelio Robles 
Serial No.: 09/613,700 
Filed: July 11,2000 
Docket No.: 10001305-1 

Title: DISTRIBUTED PRINTING SYSTEM AND METHOD 

preparing a book block of the book in response to the book body preparation 
command: 

preparing a book cover of the book in response to the book cover preparation 
command: and 

assembling the book block and the book cover lo form the book, 
wherein preparing the book block includes printing the book block as a print iob, and 
wherein preparing the book block includes providing a plurality of printers and distributing 
the print iob among a number of printers of the plurality of printers , wherein distributing the 
print job includes dividing the print job into a number of print job portions each having a 
print job weight and allocating the number of print job portions among the number of 
printers, 

wherein all of the print job portions are finished at substantially the same tim e, and 
wherein the print job weight of each of the print job portions is substantially equal . 

32. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein the number of print job portions includes 
a number of sequential print job portions. 



7 

PAGE 9/12 * RCVD AT 6/16/2005 4:44:26 PM [Eastern DayflgN Time] * SVRiUSPTOffXRMJJ 1 1 DMS:OT29306 ' CSHD:6125732005 * DURATION (mm-ss}:0M0 



